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Lifeboat Testing 

Water Weights lifeboat proof load testing systems have 
been specifically designed to meet regulatory 
requirements for an evenly distributed load. 
 
Our remote system allows Proof Load Testing to be 
conducted safely, without the need for personnel to 
enter the craft. 

• WATER WEIGHTS LIFEBOAT BAGS ALLOW EASE OF 
HANDLING AND TRANSPORTATION COMPARED TO 
SOLID WEIGHTS OR TRADITIONAL SANDBAGS  
ESPECIALLY IN TOTALLY ENCLOSED LIFEBOATS. 

• CONTROLLED LOADING, UNLOADING AND MINIMAL 
HANDLING OF THE TEST LOAD TO ACHIEVE A WIDE 
RANGE OF CAPACITIES RESULTS IN MINIMUM  
DOWNTIME OF EQUIPMENT DURING TEST. 

• LOADING IS MEASURED BY MEANS OF A CALIBRATED  
FLOWMETER. 

www.waterweights.com 
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REMOTE SYSTEM 
 
A control manifold and pumping system are used to 
remotely fill the lifeboat bags negating the need for 
personnel to be in the craft undergoing test. 
 
This system also remotely removed the test overload 
in instances where the winching system cannot  
recover the craft in its proof load condition. 
 
The bags are rated to +/-1% of load when filled.  
 
Gradual application of load under test conditions is 
essential. This is more easily achieved using Water 
Weights bags than traditional solid weights. 

 

SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA (SOLAS) 
 
SOLAS requirements Chapter III, for life-saving 
appliances, detail testing procedures. 
 
Compliance with Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
(MCA) regulations and US Coastguard requirements. 
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